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Guidance

Hudson Taylor, a great missionary pioneer, expressed his thought on 
guidance when he said that the older he grew as a Christian the more 
difficult guidance became. Very often in first becoming a Christian, God 
seems to make the way so clear, but later there are times when the way 
becomes more obscure. God has a purpose in this. For example, a baby 
has no responsibilities. Everything is done for it. It doesn’t have to worry 
when it is going to have a bath or have its nappies changed. It’s mother 
or father will tend to it, but this in time will change. Likewise, God wants 
us to mature and become responsible Christians by learning to make 
responsible decisions as we trust in Him. 

All of us face difficult decisions, and because we are keen to do God’s will 
it can be confusing as to which decision is the right one. The following are 
helpful pointers.
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Factors in Making Decisions 

1. Common sense. 

Normally we don’t need to ask ourselves ‘is it right to have breakfast, 
lunch or tea?’  God has made our body dependant upon food for survival, 
so we must eat to remain healthy. Those decisions are clear.

There’s no point also in asking God if we can steal a car, or run off with 
someone’s husband or wife, as God’s Word says that ‘you shall not steal’ 
and ‘you shall not commit adultery’.

2. Patience. 

At times I have prayed, ‘Lord, today you must show me your will about my 
future,’ etc. More often than not He doesn’t meet these demands. On the 
other hand, when I really need to know His mind about something, He tells 
me just at the right time. Often it’s the 11th hour! Waiting is an important 
learning experience.

3. Counsellors. 

Counsellors are important as the book of Proverbs says, 

.... but many advisers make victory sure. Proverbs 11:14

Christian counsellors should have God’s perspective in different situations, 
but remember people are not infallible!

On one occasion my wife and I were invited to pastor a church. We 
disagreed as to whether we should go, even though at the same time I 
had no secure job. In seeking advice from a godly man I greatly respected, 
he felt that (weighing everything up) it was right to accept it. However, 
another couple, and new Christians at that, advised us to wait until we 
were really sure. Though it is unusual, time proved that this latter couple 
gave the right advice and not the more godly older man. The long and 
short of it is however, that you and not others are ultimately responsible 
for your decisions. Husbands and wives need to agree on important 
decisions. 
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Remember that God cares more about your future than you do. 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel
 you and watch over you. Psalm 32:8

What was God’s Word to Jeremiah?  Read Jeremiah  1:5

__________________________________________________________________

What was God’s Word to Paul?  Read Galatians 1:15

__________________________________________________________________

In the light of the above Scriptures I am convinced that God will guide us 
in important decisions like buying a car or a house, choosing a marriage 
partner or taking a holiday, if we have that expectation.

Three important principles

Thousands of Christians have found these points helpful when seeking 
guidance.

1. The Bible. 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105

It’s amazing how the Bible can speak to us in a relevant way today.

 
     There are four types of Bible readers,

 Those who look for arguments.

 Those who restrict it to their limited intellectual mind.

 Those who read it just like any story book.

 Those who subject themselves to and are open to obey the   
 teaching of Scripture.
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2. Be at peace in your spirit. 

This doesn’t mean that there will not be a certain amount of apprehension 
in facing a difficult task. 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be 
afraid”. John 14:27

At times God’s will for our lives may appear to be irrational. I’m sure 
Abraham was confused when God told him to leave a commercially 
prosperous centre and go to a place unknown to him (Genesis 12:1). Years 
later in looking back however, I’m sure that Abraham could see how this 
move developed trust in the one true God within him.

 
3. Circumstances. 

It is unlikely that God would want you to take a trip if you were bedridden, 
or to leave one job and go to another if you were under contract as 
breaking it would dishonour the Lord’s name. When the timing is right 
most things fit together smoothly.

These principles do help in Christian living, but it is wrong to limit God to 
only these. Therefore be open to the Spirit of God, ‘the Counsellor’, to 
lead into all truth.

In Genesis 24, find these 3 principles illustrated in the life of the servant 
and indicate the correct verse:

 

 
 Word of the Lord (through his master)  _____________ 
 
 Peace in his spirit    _____________

 Circumstances were right   _____________
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Prophecy and guidance

God at times speaks to His people through the gift of prophecy. Mention 
of this gift is found in 1 Corinthians chapter 12 & 14. People inspired by 
the Spirit utter words from the Lord. Read for example Acts 13:1-3. 

Seldom is prophecy given as a first step in guidance. Often it is there 
to endorse what we sense God is telling us to do. As there is often a 
strong human content in the delivery of the prophetic word weigh the 
message up carefully and be willing to share such words with others for 
confirmation.

Conclusion

Whenever the human element is involved in guidance there is a chance 
of making a mistake. If this happens don’t panic or condemn yourself; 
confess the situation to God and seek His will afresh.

If the LORD delights in a man’s way, he makes his steps firm;  though he 
stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand. Psalm 
37:23-24

     The Pastor and Elders of your church should be consulted if you  
     believe  God is calling you into a more active form of Christian service.
     Their advice may be invaluable.


